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Over 50% of dentists will be embezzled during their career and 25% will be stolen from more than once. 

FRAUDGUARD MYTH #3 
άDental office fraud is an urban problem. Dentists who practice in rural 

environs are less likely to experience fraud.έ 

A recent survey of dentists suggests that geographic location does not seem to affect 

the likelihood of embezzlement. (1) Urban, suburban and rural dental offices all 

report incidents of fraud greater than 50% with rural dentists reporting the highest 

incidence at 71%. 

We believe that rural practices experience higher 

incidences of fraud due to elevated trust.  

In rural towns, major crime rates are typically 

low and a strong sense of community exists. This 

sense of community promotes and supports 

various levels of trust among and between local 

residents.  

For rural dentists, we suggest they may ascribe 

levels of trust on their staff beyond what i s 

needed to administer the practice . The trusting 

dentist may not recognize their own vulnerability 

to fraud.  

Regardless of whether you are in a rural or urban locale; one fact remains; dentists 

experience higher than acceptable fraud rates (2).Robust fraud prevention controls 

are recommended for all dental offices. For more information; contact 

fraudGUARD@prosperident.com or call 902-422-0592 

                                                      
1 Dumolin and Associates, 2007 - © Jim DuMolin, www.thewealthydentist.com 

2 As compared to other similar size ñsmall businessesò. (dentists, physicians and religious organizations are among the highest fraud risk groups)  
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fraudGUARD ɀ protecting patients, staff and the practice.  
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